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RESPONSE 

Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Examiner's Action dated September 26, 2001 setting a three- 
month shortened statutory period for response. This response is being filed on December 20, 
2001, within the shorted statutory period. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1 - 12 are pending in the present application. 

Claims 1, 2, and 5-12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 5,385,291 ("Malmanger"). This rejection is respectfully traversed and 
reconsideration and withdrawal are respectfully requested. 

The Examiner references Malmanger Figure 5, pointing to plate 18, latch body 109, 
actuator 110, front pleat 107, 108 rear pleat 110, 114, middle section 112, pawl 116, and spring 
means 114. 
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Dear Sirs: 

Please find enclosed the following for filing in the U.S. Patent and Trademark 

Office: 

1) This transmittal sheet; 

2) Response to Office Action; and 

3) Acknowledgement post card to be date-stamped and returned to Paul 
and Paul. 

No fee is believed to be required with the filing of this Response. However, if a 
fee is required the Office is hereby authorized to charge any additional fee, or credit 
any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 16-0750, Order No. 0874. 
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